
 

 

 

 

 

Officer Stephen Bannister Sarah King Frank Stowik 

 

AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE  

CUMBERLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 

                                            THURSDAY, JUNE 4, 2020 AT 1:00 P.M. 

VIRTUAL MEETING – OPEN SESSION 

 
To protect the health and well-being of our citizens, and in accordance with  

Governor’s Raimondo’s Executive Order 20-25 (relaxing the Open Meetings Act requirements), this meeting will be 

available to the public by video or telephone conference. 

 

Members of the public can listen and/or participate in the meeting, as required, by either: 

 

(1) Please click the link below to join the webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84259495612?pwd=SWtOMG9sSGkrYWFxTTMweTR0d2Y1UT09 

Password: 298758 

 

(2)  

Or Telephone: 

Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

         US:    +1 646 876 9923 

              or +1 301 715 8592   

                or +1 312 626 6799   

            or 1 408 638 0968   

             or +1 669 900 6833 

             or +1 253 215 8782   

                              or +1 346 248 7799 

 

     Webinar ID: 842 5949 5612 

     Password: 298758 

 

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kyynab7P0 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Chairman Bannister calls the meeting to order at 1:02pm on Thursday, June 4th.  

   

2. DISCUSSION, RECOMMENDATION, AND/OR VOTE ON SONNY DRIVE  

 

Prior to the installation of the temporary speed bumps, the traffic recorder was placed on a utility pole in front of 16 

Sonny Drive and remained there for thirteen days. The average speed for vehicles traveling southbound was 19 MPH and 

the 85% was 26 MPH.  

 

Average speed for vehicles traveling northbound during this period was 18 MPH and the 85% was 25 MPH.   

 

The average number of vehicles traveling through the area during this period is approximately 294.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84259495612?pwd=SWtOMG9sSGkrYWFxTTMweTR0d2Y1UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kyynab7P0


 

Officer Bannister explains that based on the data collection that was conducted on Sonny Drive, it would not be his 

recommendation to install permanent speed bumps on the street. This recommendation is based a combination of traffic 

volume and speed.  

 

Mr. Arthur Colwell of Sonny Drive expresses frustration with this recommendation and asks what other options he has.  

 

Officer Bannister states he will not be moving forward with the Traffic Calming Policy. 

 

Sarah King explains that if he wishes, he could always speak to his Town Councilor but that most likely they will refer 

him back to this policy. 

 

3. DISCUSSION, RECOMMENDATION, AND/OR VOTE ON A PORTION OF HINES ROAD 

 

Officer Bannister explains that the defined area of influence for this matter is 90-138 Hines Road. It was acknowledged 

that Ms. Foster had completed the request form and gotten the requisite number of signatures to necessitate this meeting. 

The next steps would involve conducting a traffic study to gain data, the traffic study will be completed by Officer 

Bannister. 

 

Officer Bannister explains that the Police Department has gotten one of their data collection boxes back that had been out 

for repair, which will make conducting the various traffic studies easier. The collection box will be placed on Hines Road 

in the coming days it will count vehicles, measure speed, and vehicle length. It will be out 7-10 days. He warns that 

residents might notice less enforcement during the collection period, this is to make sure accurate data is collected and 

enforcement is not artificially impacting speed.  

 

Sarah King asks Ms. Foster to briefly describe the issues that they are experiencing in their area.  

 

Lisa Foster of Hines Road states that the problem includes when people are going downhill in the area of 90-138 Hines, 

they catch momentum and by the time they’re at the end they whip around corner. This is particularly dangerous because 

there are kids in the area playing and neighbors walking along the street.  Another persistent problem is the speeding 

makes it difficult to backup out of their driveways. Ms. Foster indicates they have been screamed at and had things thrown 

at them. She says it seems like 50 mph – she also indicates that her neighbor Liz might have the largest problem in this 

area, welcomes Liz to speak.  

 

Liz of Hines Road says when she attempts to backout of her driveway, she will look back and forth for what seems like 

minutes waiting for a person to come flying around the corner. The larger problem indicated is that Liz must walk her 

daughter to the bus stop, and she finds this dangerous. She has put in a request to have the bus stop moved out of fear they 

will be hit.  

 

Officer Bannister indicates that his office has seen that request for the bus stop to be moved. He will be evaluating it with 

the school bus routes for this coming year.  

 

Sandy Gross also experiences similar problems and indicates that there is another young family has moved in and has also 

expressed concerns. She also indicates that every winter they get individuals who go over the wall at the curve.  

 

Sarah King reminds the group that the next step is data collection and that once the data has been compiled that they will 

regroup to discuss what the data indicates or suggests.  

 

Regarding data collection, Officer Bannister reminds the group to be mindful of the fact that traffic patterns have been 

impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and that can influence data collection.  

 

Diane of Hines Road indicates that she has had to call the police due to an interaction that occurred when an individual 

got out of their car and began using foul language.  

 

Officer Bannister reminds everyone to do everything they can to avoid getting into these confrontations, you cannot stop 

vehicles that violates the driver’s rights.  



 

4. DISCUSSION, RECOMMENDATION, AND/OR VOTE ON WAUMSETT DRIVE 

 

Officer Bannister acknowledges that construction work has led to an increase in traffic cutting through on Waumsett. 

 

Lori Collins points out that her family has lived on this street since 1954 and this has been a consistent problem and that it 

has increased since Millers Brook was put in.  

 

Officer Bannister agrees.  

  

Frank Stowik notes he is very familiar with the area and agrees with the description of the problem.  

 

Officer Bannister indicates that the next course of action is to begin data collection. He informs the residents of Waumsett 

Drive that they will notice the speed radar sign will be removed from the street. Chairman Bannister explains this is due to 

wanting to have accurate data that represents the traffic patterns. If the radar sign were to remain, it may artificially lower 

the speeds at which people are traveling.  

 

5.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Chairman asks if there is anyone still on the call who would like to make a public comment.  

 

There are no public comments.  

 

 
6.  ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting is adjourned at 1:37 pm.  

   Minutes Respectfully Submitted By: Sarah King, June 15, 2020   


