
 
 
 

Officer Stephen Bannister Sarah King Frank Stowik 
 

AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CUMBERLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2020 AT 1:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL MEETING – OPEN SESSION 

 
Members of the public can listen and/or participate in the meeting, as required, by either: 

 
1. Please click the link below to join the webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85216141905?pwd=dVJoMFV5aTBlc3RTUzBpanV1Wmk2UT09 
 

 
Password: 986884  

(2) 
 

Or Telephone:  
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

 
US: +1 301 715 8592    

or +1 312 626 6799    
or +1 646 876 9923    
or +1 669 900 6833    
or +1 253 215 8782    
or +1 346 248 7799    

or +1 408 638 0968 
 

Webinar ID: 852 1614 1905  
Password: 986884  

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdkgkuT3Zt 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Bannister calls the meeting to order at 1:30pm.  
 
2. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON N. ATTLEBORO ROAD FOLLOW-UP DATA 
 
Christine Stephens and Kelley Gardner were present to represent N. Attleboro Road. 
 
Results of Weekend Follow Up:  
 
Vehicles Analyzed: 1,367 
Average Speed: 25 MPH 
85th Percentile Speed: 30  
 
A conversation ensued between Officer Bannister, Sarah King, and Ms. Stephens regarding the prima facie speed limit 
which is 25 mph. Ms. Stephens then expressed concern about the 15 MPH speed limit signs on the road.  
 
The Traffic Management Group then gives an overview of how STRESS/Enforcement has been implemented thus far on 
N. Attleboro Road. This period of enforcement began on July 8th and Officer Bannister collected data for July 8th through 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85216141905?pwd=dVJoMFV5aTBlc3RTUzBpanV1Wmk2UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdkgkuT3Zt


September 1st. The Police Department deployed for 20 hours and five minutes over the course of 38 posts. In that time, 
they conducted 40 motor vehicle stops.  
 
The Traffic Management Group then describes next steps. Officer Bannister explains he has been looking into research 
published by the Federal Highway Administration regarding strategic striping of roads. It is his belief that this could be 
helpful to reduce the rates of speed on N. Attleboro Road.  
 
Frank Stowik and Officer Bannister indicate they will go out to N. Attleboro Road within the next week or so to begin 
measuring/looking at what would be possible striping wise on the street.  
 
Christine Stephens expresses concerns with people driving up onto her lawn, damaging her yard and sprinkler system. 
 
Sarah King offers that the striping may help with this, explaining that in addition to lowering the rates of speed, these can 
also be designed to position people on the roadway.  
 
Kelley Gardner brings up the issue of parking on the side of the road.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that he spoke to the patrol captain to make sure all officers were on the same page when it 
comes to enforcing the issue. He also explained that he placed temporary “no parking” signs throughout the street and that 
he ordered official metal ones which were placed late last week by the Highway Department.  
 
Frank Stowik confirms this.  
 
Kelley Gardner asks if the Cumberland Police Department has a relationship with the Attleboro Police Department where 
they could discuss some of the issues that are occurring on the Massachusetts portion of the road.  
 
Officer Bannister indicates he can reach out, but it is difficult because it is only Attleboro for a short stretch and then it 
quickly becomes Plainville.  
 
Councilwoman Lisa Beaulieu expresses appreciation for all the hard work that is going into this initiative and 
acknowledges that change can be difficult.  
 
Christine Stephens agrees and says that she believes the police presence on the road has definitely begun to make a 
difference.  
 
Sarah King explains that the STRESS and enforcement period is helpful, but their long term goal and hope as a group is to 
work collaboratively and strategically to create traffic calming measures that provide a more permanent and long term 
solution to the issues.  
 
3. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON W. WRENTHAM ROAD 
 
Officer Bannister explains that he has conducted a traffic study for W. Wrentham Road and the results definitely indicate 
that there is a speeding issue on the roadway.  
 
Results of Data Collection:  
 
Vehicles Analyzed: 13,030 
Speed Limit: 35 
Average Speed: 44 
85th Percentile Speed: 49 
99th Percentile Speed: 57 
Fastest Speed: 80 
Total Enforceable Violations: 2,137 
 



Officer Bannister indicates that W. Wrentham Road is an area where there is often a police officer conducting a post and 
doing enforcement. However, there is a need for some more strategic traffic calming.  
 
Discussion ensued about how this road is more challenging in that it is a state road, the group will be reaching out to the 
Rhode Island Department of Transportation for information about what the best way to proceed with this conversation is.  
 
Jennifer Roman from RIDOT was listening into the call and offered to provide a point of contact for beginning this 
discussion.  
 
Councilman Shaw indicated wanting to be involved in this conversation and echoed the need for traffic calming on W. 
Wrentham Road. Sarah King said she would include Councilman Shaw on any email she sends.  
 
Officer Bannister shared some more data on W. Wrentham Road, this time involving motor vehicle stops. From July 8th to 
September 1st, there were 48 posts conducted over 40 hours and four minutes. During that time Cumberland Police 
completed 111 motor vehicle stops. 
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu expresses appreciation that we’re seeing that traffic calming has parameters, sometimes it’s 
making a big impact and sometimes it isn’t changing as much. She asks what our ability is on a state road in terms of 
recommendations or changes.  
 
Officer Bannister explains we can definitely make recommendations, but the Town would have to work with the state on 
any actual changes made on the roadway, the Town would not have the jurisdiction to do that themselves.  
 
 
4. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON CARGILL ROAD 

 
Tom Meyers was present on the call to represent Cargill Road.  
 
Based on the results of the traffic data collection, the Traffic Management Group does not recommend moving forward 
with the traffic calming policy. Officer Bannister indicated that there was not an identifiable speeding issue on this 
particular street.  
 
Results of Data Collection: 
 
Vehicles Analyzed: 3,365 
Average Speed: 21 MPH 
85th Percentile Speed: 25 MPH 
99th Percentile Speed: 30 MPH 
Fastest Speed: 38 MPH 
 
Officer Bannister explains that he also conducted a stop sign study on August 25th. Officer Bannister parked on the street 
in an unmarked vehicle and counted the number of vehicles that went through the area and totaled the number of 
individuals that came to a complete stop versus going through the intersection without stopping. The time that he sat out 
there was the peak traffic time as determined by the traffic data collection.  
 
Results of the Stop Sign Study:  

 
The study was conducted on August 25th between 1535 hours and 1650 hours. During the one hour and fifteen-minute 
post, Officer Bannister observed twenty-seven vehicles. Of those twenty-seven vehicles, twenty-two came to a complete 
stop and five rolled through the intersection at a low rate of speed.  
 
Officer Bannister explained that while he was on the post, he noticed the signs were faded, so Mr. Stowik of the highway 
department was able to replace the signs and paint stop bars to increase visibility.  
 
 



5. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON HILLTOP ROAD 
 
Officer Bannister relays the data that was collected from Hilltop Road.  
 
Results from Traffic Data Collection 
 
Vehicles Analyzed: 9,352 
Average Speed: 21 
85th Percentile Speed: 25 
99th Percentile Speed: 32 
 
Officer Bannister indicated he was able to identify a couple of anomaly vehicles that were consistently speeding at 
particular times of day. He explained he spoke to the day shift supervisor about seeing if they could get a patrol officer out 
there at those particular times to do enforcement.  
 
At this time the Traffic Management Group did not have further recommendations for Hilltop Road.  
 
6. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON WOMANTAM LANE 

 
Lorriane Picard was present to represent Womantam Lane. 
 
Officer Bannister states that the committee has received the complaint and petition for Womantam Lane and that it has the 
requisite number of signatures to begin the traffic calming process.  
 
Lorriane Picard is present to represent the neighborhood and discuss her concerns. She has lived in the neighborhood for 
thirty-five years. She explains that there are a lot of younger children on the street, kids riding bikes, and pedestrians 
walking, which can be dangerous due to the speeding on the street. Ms. Picard believes there needs to be a stop sign 
towards the middle of the road, she says she’s not looking for a speed bump unless that is recommendation.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that the next step is completing a traffic study by installing the traffic box. This box will be up 
for 7-10 days and will collect volume of traffic, speed, and other data points. Then there will be data analysis and the 
analysis of the data will indicate what next steps are taken. 
 
Lorriane Picard asks whether the traffic box is visible or not.  
 
Sarah King explains that the box itself goes on a telephone pole and is pretty inconspicuous, she indicates most people do 
not notice that it is there.   
 
7. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu asks if the bend on Hilltop Road is impacting traffic speed, either speeding people up or slowing 
them down.  
 
Officer Bannister indicates that in his opinion, the data indicates there is not a speeding issue on Hilltop Road.  
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:14 pm.  
 
 

Respectfully Submitted by Sarah King: September 9, 2020  


