
 

 
 
 

Officer Stephen Bannister Sarah King Frank Stowik 
 

AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CUMBERLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 

FRIDAY, JUNE 26, 2020 AT 1:00 P.M. 
VIRTUAL MEETING – OPEN SESSION 

 
To protect the health and well-being of our citizens, and in accordance with Governor’s Raimondo’s Executive Order 20-

25 (relaxing the Open Meetings Act requirements), this meeting will be available to the public by video or telephone 
conference. 

 
Members of the public can listen and/or participate in the meeting, as required, by either: 

 
1. Please click the link below to join the webinar:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85134471709?pwd=T2s0ZjZzUnVqRXUvWjdSSGpTbHRVdz09 
 
Password: 538014  

(2) 
 

Or Telephone:  
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

 
US: +1 646 876 9923  

or +1 301 715 8592  
or +1 312 626 6799  
or 1 408 638 0968  
or +1 669 900 6833  
or +1 253 215 8782  

or +1 346 248 7799 
 
 

Webinar ID: 851 3447 1709 
  
Password: 538014  

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kq2cP3KVO 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Bannister calls the meeting to order at 1:03pm on Friday, June 26th 
 
2. DISCUSSION AND/OR VOTE ON A PORTION OF HINES ROAD 
 
Officer Bannister explains that that data has come back on the defined area of influence on Hines Road surrounding the 
blind curve (90-138 Hines Road). The numbers were lower than anticipated point value wise but there are other common- 
sense considerations that need to be taken into account.  
 
The area of influence is a dangerous blind curve and Officer Bannister indicates that he investigated the number of 
collisions and rollovers that have occurred in that area in the last decade and while he doesn’t have the number in front of 
him, it was quite high in comparison to other areas in Town, particularly considering it is Town road and not a State road.  
 
Officer Bannister notes that the posted speed limit of 25 mph is appropriate for Hines Road. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85134471709?pwd=T2s0ZjZzUnVqRXUvWjdSSGpTbHRVdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kq2cP3KVO


 

It is the recommendation of the group and the Police Department to move forward with traffic calming measures in the 
defined area of influence. Officer Bannister has deployed the STRESS program out to the area. There has been 8 hours 
and 29 minutes of radar posts since the 15th of June, resulting in 29 motor vehicle stops. Officer Bannister indicates that 
the Officers are already beginning to notice the traffic pattern slow down.  
 
In addressing the concerns from the previous Traffic Management Group meeting where residents of the area expressed 
concern that vehicles were traveling upwards of 50mph, the group is happy to report that the data collected indicates out 
of the 11,886 vehicles analyzed only 12 vehicles were doing 40+ and one of the vehicles was a police cruiser responding 
to a fire. Officer Bannister indicates he looked for a pattern to see if it was one particular vehicle traveling at that high of a 
speed, but there was not a pattern and it did not appear to be one vehicle in particular.  
 
Officer Bannister recognizes that Councilwoman Beaulieu is in attendance and thanks her for working with Ms. King and 
himself on some potential remedies for the area.  
 
Based on those conversations, Mr. Stowik and Officer Bannister are now looking to install temporary stop signs at the 
intersections of Hines/Pequot and Hines/Waumsett. They would be three way stops. The reason for this is that it will stop 
travelers at the top of the hill before the descent and then again at the bottom of the hill. This will alleviate people being 
able to accelerate around the corner. Officer Bannister reports that the signage has already come in for these stops, 
including “stop ahead” signs.  
 
In addition to the stop signs, the variable message trailer will be deployed to the area as well.  
 
Ms. King explains that one of the ways that they intend to use the variable message trailers is as opposed to simply 
flashing a driver’s speed, for those individuals speeding the message trailer could say “your speed is an $x fine.”  
 
Referencing back to the stop signs, Ms. King explains that in order to help with traffic calming measures and to allow the 
Traffic Management group to explore and experiment with potential remedies, they will be going before the Town 
Council with a Temporary Stop Sign Ordinance. If approved, this would allow the Traffic Management Group to put up 
temporary stop signs for a pre-determined period of time without having to get each one approved by the Council. If they 
were to stay up either permanently or for an extended period of time the individual stop sign would have to go before the 
Council. 
 
The Traffic Management Group strongly believes these measures will significantly reduce the number of individuals 
speeding in the area.  
 
Ms. King notes that there will be “after” data collected so that the group will be able to present a data driven argument on 

whether or not these measures are working in the way they were intended.  
 
Ms. Lisa Foster of Hines Road expresses appreciation for the measures proposed and she thinks they will help. She also 
asks if it would be possible to change the speed limit from 25mph just in that particular area.  
 
Officer Bannister states he would not be in favor of lowering the speed in that area and he also notes that speeds in 
residential neighborhoods under the prima facie State speed limit of 25mph are supposed to have an engineering study 
done before they are approved. He believes that the stop signs will help slow the speed in that area though.  
 
Officer Bannister states that numerous times when he was in the area there would be a pedestrian and a car traveling in 
both directions on the curve, he wants to make it clear that he understands the area is dangerous and that what the 
neighbors have been reporting since the beginning is accurate. Nearly 12,000 cars in the ten-day period, average speeds of 
29 mph, no sidewalks, on a hill, and heavy pedestrian traffic definitely make it an important traffic calming target.  
 
Ms. King summarizes the next steps for Hines Road, including the temporary stop signs, variable message trailers, and 
another data collection period.  
 
Ms. Foster asks if Officer Bannister had said that 11,000 vehicles had gone by in the data collection period.  



 

Officer Bannister states 11,886 vehicles went by in the 10-day collection period and that his personal and professional 
opinion is that number is lower than what it would be if the pandemic were not occurring.  
 
Sandy Gross of Hines Road expresses her appreciation, she believes these measures will work well.  
 
Councilwoman Lisa Beaulieu asks about the curve on Hines Road closer to Bear Hill and if there are any remediation 
plans in the works for that area.  
 
Officer Bannister says he has not examined that area because he does not have an active compliant in that section. 
However, the variable message trailer that will be deployed will likely be closer to that area. 
 
 
3. DISCUSSION AND/OR VOTE ON N. ATTLEBORO ROAD 
 
This petition deals specifically with curve on N. Attleboro Road. Officer Bannister explains the data collection box is set 
to go up early next week for between 7 and 10 days. This will provide data on traffic volume, speed, vehicle length, and 
direction.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that though the posted speed limit is 15mph, the 85-percentile speed is likely to come back 
between 25 and 30 mph.  
 
Christine Stephens of N. Attleboro Road asks what specifically is going up to collect the data.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that is a data collection box that will be mounted on a telephone pole.  
 
Ms. Stephens asks about placement.  
 
Officer Bannister explains he has to avoid corners and intersections so it will likely be placed on one of the poles near her 
neighbor’s residence.  
 
Ms. Stephens asks what the next steps are after the data collection period.  
 
Officer Bannister states that the next step would be the deployment of the STRESS program. He also states that he looked 
to see what data the department had about Officer time on N. Attleboro Road as of now – 37 traffic post deployments, 
which is when an Officer takes up a post in the location for an extended period of time rather than patrolling through the 
area. This turned out to be about 21 hours and resulted in 36 motor vehicle stops.  
 
Ms. Stephens and Ms. Gardner describe their concerns about speeding and the safety of the road.  
 
Officer Bannister relays that he has had a long conversation with Mr. Stowik about potentially getting Pawtucket Water 
Supply Board involved because it is their property on that blind curve, but that is something the Town could potentially 
pursue.  
 
Ms. Stephens describes her observations of vehicles speeding around the curve. She asks if the motor vehicle stops that 
occurred resulting in warnings or tickets.  
 
Officer Bannister noted that it is at Officer discretion and he didn’t have the exact statistics in front of him but many of the 
stops resulted in tickets.  
 
In discussing the data collection period, Officer Bannister states that during that period the neighbors may notice slightly 
less police presence. This is because they want to get an accurate representation of how people drive on the road without a 
police presence skewing it.  
 
 
Ms. Gardner asks if the data collection will include nighttime hours.  



 

 
Officer Bannister indicates the box runs 24/7.  
 
Ms. King explains that this is why the data collection is so important because once that information is received the Traffic 
Management Group will be able to see if there are peak times that need to be of a primary focus when looking at 
solutions.  
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu asks if Officer Bannister can explain a little about how appropriate speed limits are determined.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that typically it involves an engineer assessing the road for curve, tilt, etc. Then it moves on to 
a data collection period much like what the Town does. One of the data points collected is the 85-percentile speed. They 
use those factors to determine the appropriate speed limit, if it falls below 25 mph then it has to go to the state for review.  
 
Councilman Shaw asks if it that point the state would determine a speed and the Town would have to ordain it.  
 
Officer Bannister states that the State would have to approve a speed below the prima facie 25 mph or 20 mph in a school 
zone. It is the 85-percentile below 25 mph that is approved by the state.  
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu asked if these engineering studies are part of the petition.  
 
Officer Bannister states the Town does data collection only.  
 
Ms. King explains that the Town is not seeing 85-percentile speeds under 25 miles per hour to necessitate those 
engineering studies.  
 
Ms. Stephens asks if there is any consideration to making the road wider.  
 
Officer Bannister says that is all part of this process.  
 
Ms. King explains that the considerations for specific measures are going to be based on the data once it is received.  
 
Ms. Gardner and Ms. Stephens express concern about individuals parking in an area adjacent to Ms. Stephens home.  
 
Officer Bannister indicates that when he installs the data collection box, he will meet with Ms. Stephens to look at that 
area specifically.  
 
4. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING 

 
Ms. King explains they are going to hold off on scheduling the next meeting as she believes they do not have any other 
completed petitions that are awaiting discussion and that they will schedule the next meeting once data collection is 
completed on N. Attleboro Road.  
 
Officer Bannister concurs.  
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu states she is trying to get a clear understanding in her head of the 85-percentile speed and 
specifically how it relates to Hines Road as an example. 
 
Ms. King explains she’ll read the definition from the Traffic Calming Policy and then relate it back to Hines Road.  
 
“The 85% speed or 85th percentile speed is defined as: the speed at or below which 85 percent of all vehicles are observed 

to travel under free-flowing conditions past a monitored point. Another way to consider this is the speed at which only 
15% of traffic violate on average.” 



 

 
Ms. King states the posted speed on Hines is 25 mph, 85% of people were going 29 mph. The 85-percentile speed was 
four miles per hour over the posted speed limit.  
 
There is a discussion of the Hines Road point value and other considerations that impacted it such as significant pedestrian 
traffic and a lack of sidewalks.  
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu expresses appreciation for how the policy is working in practice and the acknowledgment that 
other considerations and feedback are considered.  
  
Councilman Shaw asks if residents of Sonny Drive were present when their street was discussed.  
 
Ms. King indicates that two or three residents were on the call and they follow a standard procedure for inviting residents 
to the meetings. The zoom link is sent directly to the petitioner and then anyone else from the neighborhood as requested, 
but it is also an open meeting where the zoom link is available on line. 
 
Councilor Shaw asks if the Council can be included on the invitations.  
 
Ms. King indicates she will provide the Zoom invitations to the Council going forward. Additionally, as the process goes 
on it might be helpful for the group to present to the Town Council on a semi-regular basis to provide updates on the 
petitions heard.  
 
Councilwoman Beaulieu suggests that the Council can also sign up for the notifications from the Secretary of State’s 

website.  
 
Councilor Shaw and Officer Bannister have a discussion on the scoring of Sonny Drive.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that just because the group didn’t recommend that installation of the permanent speed bumps 

doesn’t mean that officers are not going to be doing enforcement in the area. He explains that some neighbors indicated 

there were two particular cars that travel at high rates of speed at specific times in the early evening. They deployed an 
officer out to the area at that time and the officer was able to stop those vehicles.  
 
Councilor Shaw expressed appreciation for the process and the information. 
 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting is adjourned at 2:04pm.  

Posted: June 27, 2020 


