
 
 

Officer Stephen Bannister Sarah King Frank Stowik 
 

AGENDA OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
CUMBERLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2020 AT 1:00 P.M. 
VIRTUAL MEETING – OPEN SESSION 

 
To protect the health and well-being of our citizens, and in accordance with Governor’s Raimondo’s Executive Order 20- 

25 (relaxing the Open Meetings Act requirements), this meeting will be available to the public by video or telephone 
conference. 

 
Members of the public can listen and/or participate in the meeting, as required, by either: 

 
1. Please click the link below to join the webinar: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83896605564?pwd=L01FZUFrSXJ6a2lObVFFYmVuMGM0Zz09 
 
 

Password: 259287 
(2) 

Or Telephone: 
Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 301 715 8592 
or +1 312 626 6799 
or +1 646 876 9923 

or +1 253 215 8782 
or +1 346 248 7799 
or +1 408 638 0968 
or +1 669 900 6833 

 

Webinar ID: 838 9660 5564 
Password: 259287 

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcY2tsMVF3 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Members Present: Officer Bannister, Sarah King 
Members Absent: Frank Stowik 

 

Officer Bannister called the meeting to order at 1:00pm on October 16th. 
2. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON HINES ROAD STOP SIGNS 

 
Officer Bannister explains that the temporary period for the Hines Road stop signs is coming up in November and 
therefore he put up the traffic boxes to collect follow-up data to measure the efficacy of the stop signs. 
 
Hines Road (June): 
 

Speed Limit: 25 MPH 
Average Speed: 25 MPH 

85th Percentile Speed: 29 MPH 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83896605564?pwd=L01FZUFrSXJ6a2lObVFFYmVuMGM0Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcY2tsMVF3


Enforceable Violations: 8% 
Vehicles Traveling 40+ MPH: 12 

 
Hines Road (October): 
 

Speed Limit: 25 MPH 
Average Speed: 24 MPH 

85 Percentile Speed: 27 MPH 
Enforceable Violations: 3% 

Vehicles Traveling 40+ MPH: 2 
 
 
 

The data indicates the addition of the stop signs on Hines Road dropped the average speed by 1 MPH and the 85th 
percentile speed by 2 MPH. The enforceable speed violations dropped by 5 percentage points. The number of 
vehicles traveling in excess of 40 MPH dropped from 12 vehicles to two.  
 
Sarah asked for the perspective of the residents in the area on any changes that they’ve noticed.  
 
Sandy Gross stated that it has made a big difference in the levels of accessibility they have to their own properties. 
 
Lisa Foster agreed and indicated she has also noticed a difference.  
 
The Traffic Management Group opened it up to a vote from committee members on whether or not to recommend 
permanent placement of the stop signs. The Committee votes 2-0 with Mr. Stowik absent in favor of the 
permanent stop signs. 
 
Sarah King explains that based upon their recommendation, an ordinance will be sent to the Town Council 
requesting passage. Ordinances typically take two meetings. She expresses hope that they act favorably, states she 
will make sure they have all the data.  
 
Council President Dwyer suggests the signs stay up until the ordinance is voted on. 
 
Officer Bannister and Sarah thank the residents of Hines Road for their partnership throughout this process.  
 
3. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON N. ATTLEBORO ROAD 

 
Officer Bannister explains the research he has done on traverse markings. These are horizontal markings on the 
street that create the optical allusion that drivers are going faster then they are, causing them to slow down. Based 
on conversations with Mr. Stowik, the highway department wouldn’t be able to facilitate this work and an outside 
company would have to be brought in.  
 
Sarah thanks Officer Bannister for the diligence in his research and expresses excitement to see how this impacts 
the speeding concern on N. Attleboro Road.  
 
The Traffic Management Committee opens it to a vote, and it is 2-0 in favor of recommending traverse markings 
on N. Attleboro Road.  
 

4. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON WOMANTAM LANE 
 

Officer Bannister details the traffic study that was completed on Womantam Lane from 9/16 through 10/2.  



 
 

Speed Limit: 25 
Average Speed: 21 
85th Percentile: 25 
99th Percentile: 31 

Number of Vehicles Analyzed: 6,643 
 
At this time, the recommendation is not to move forward with traffic calming as the data does not indicate a 
speeding issue. 
 
Lorriane Picard asserts the speed limit is 15mph.  
 
Officer Bannister indicates the enforceable speed limit for the street is actually 25mph. 
 
Sarah explains that the prima facie speed limit in Rhode Island is 25mph and there are several streets where the 
committee is working towards fixing incorrectly place speed signs. 
 

5. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON ABBOTT RUN VALLEY ROAD 
 
Sarah King indicates Tracy Campbell and Bob Sullivan are on the call representing Abbott Run Valley Road. 
They reached out separately, but it’s important to have both individuals on the call. 
 
Officer Bannister expresses gratitude to Ms. Campbell for circulating the petition and getting this going, he 
explains as an officer who sits on the road often, he certainly appreciates the need.  
 
Officer Bannister explains due to the length of the road, he put up two data collection boxes this morning instead 
of one. One wouldn’t have presented a clear picture. The first box is close to Knollwood and the other is closer to 

Howard. 
 
Ms. Campbell asks Officer Bannister what the data collection boxes do.  
 
Officer Bannister explains that they are placed on telephone poles and they collect the number of vehicles, speed, 
and length of vehicles. The data collected from these boxes is what informs decisions made by the committee.  
 
Ms. Campbell asks if Abbott Run’s proximity to Community School will be taken into consideration when 
looking into traffic calming measures.  
 
Officer Bannister confirms it will, notes the road has been deemed unsafe for walking students. 
 
Ms. Campbell asks how long the data collection boxes will remain up. 
 
Officer Bannister indicates that these boxes will be up for two weeks. 
 
Ms. Campbell asks how the locations for the boxes were chosen. 
 



Officer Bannister states that the locations are chosen based on a couple of factors; this includes his recollection 
from traffic posts he has conducted in the area and then there are certain requirements for the boxes. They can’t be 
at intersections or placed on curves. 
 
Councilman Kinch asks if the data collection boxes measure the weight of vehicles because he is hearing there is a 
heavy trucking issue. 
 
Officer Bannister says that the boxes do not capture weight, but they do get the length of vehicles, which could be 
helpful for identifying large trucks. 
 
Mr. Bob Sullivan states the problem is twofold, there is speeding and there are the heavy-duty trucks. Explains 
that from Merrill to the barn at Franklin Farm is a straight away and people speed up there. He reiterated the fact 
that there is a high level of pedestrian traffic. Asks for aggressive action. 
 
Officer Bannister states that the committee is looking to get this moving quickly and agrees with the severity of 
issue, notes people pick up speed coming from Massachusetts into Rhode Island. Adds it is a similar situation for 
drivers coming off of Nate Whipple.  
 
Ms. Campbell asks about what remediations may be available as many listed in the policy don’t seem applicable 

to this road. 
 
Officer Bannister agreed that several of those options likely wouldn’t be appropriate, including the speed bumps 

some residents have requested. He noted however that the committee does a lot of research before making any 
recommendations. They could pursue something like the traverse lines being recommended on N. Attleboro Road.  
 
Sarah King added that the committee is taking everything on a street-by-street basis, with no predetermined 
notions on what the solutions to traffic problems might be. 
 
Ms. Campbell asks given the length of the road if there would there be an opportunity after the first study to move 
the boxes to another location. 
 
Officer Bannister states that he would definitely conduct other studies if necessary, however streets that had not 
had an initial study done would need to take first priority. 
 
Mr. Sullivan brings up the heavy truck traffic and concerns about the deterioration of the road.  
 
Officer Bannister recommends that Mr. Sullivan speak to his Town Councilor about introducing a no thru trucking 
ordinance. He explained some limitations of no-thru trucking statutes.  
 
Councilman Schmitt asks if a no-thru trucking ordinance would have to go through this committee.  
 
Sarah and Officer Bannister indicate it would not.  
 
Councilman Schmitt asks about enforcement. 



 
Officer Bannister indicated that Police would have to see it or otherwise be able to prove it, but that it is a citable 
offence.  
 
Councilman Kinch thanked Mr. Sullivan for joining the meeting and expressed interest in working with 
Councilman Schmitt on an ordinance.  
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Councilman Schmitt and Officer Bannister discuss no-thru trucking ordinances. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Officer Bannister adjourned the meeting at 1:57 pm.  

Posted: October 27, 2020 


