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OCYL Summer Update
Summer is finally here and we are thrilled to be open for our camps & classes!
Classrooms are nearly ready, curriculum plans designed and supplies are ordered
for an “almost” back to normal season. Despite mask wearing for students and
teachers, we’re going to be as busy as ever. We’re offering 375 seats in multiple
programs for a total of 32 camps & sections. As of printing, we have over 80%
enrollment (approx. 300 seats) with many classes and camps 100% full.

As always, we thank our Governor, our Mayor, the Town Council
and all Cumberland Residents the ongoing support.
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We have to extend extra special thanks to United Way of Rhode Island for funding
our latest program, Our Minds Matter, which will be held during the school year for
7th & 8th graders at McCourt. This project is near and dear to me personally as an
artist and the primary facilitator, using the arts as an expressive tool for mental
health and well-being. Our plans include seeking funds/partners to scale this up and
offer to NCMS students in the future too.

Be safe this summer, have fun and keep a eye out for our Fall
schedule…it’s coming right around the corner!
~Liz (Lemire) White, Director

SPOTLIGHT ON STUDENTS
Meet Lydia Stinnett, our new summer intern! She will be a
high school Senior and is considering a profession in law
or architecture. As a member of the Cumberland Youth
Commission she recently led a very successful food drive for
the Northern RI Food Pantry. We are so excited to have
you on our team. Welcome to your new role at OCYL!

Jacob Dyment has been attending OCYL since he was a preschooler. Since
starting school at Garvin he has taken over 35
OCYL STEAMshop programs and summer
camps! His interests range from Coding and
Robotics to more open-ended and highly
creative programs like Creation Lab, Curious
Creations, and Open STEAMshop.
Upon 5th Grade Graduation at Garvin Memorial
last month, the STEM Coordinator and Garvin
Principal recognized him with an award for
Outstanding Achievement in STEM Class!
This summer, Jacob, already a great mentor to
other students in OCYL programs, will be in the
Introduction to Leadership Academy.
Congratulations Jacob! We’re so proud to
see your growth & successes!

UNITED WAY OF RI FUNDS NEW PROGRAM!
OCYL has been awarded $23,500 to run “Our Minds Matter” a creative and
expressive arts program which will be held after school one day each week
for 12 weeks. McCourt Students in Grades 7 & 8 will be invited to register
in August for one of 3 cohorts to be held during the year. Watch for registration details!
THANK YOU UWRI FOR YOUR INCREDIBLE SUPPORT & ALSO TO THE
CUMBERLAND EDUCATION FOUNDATION FOR BEING THE OCYL’s FISCAL SPONSOR!

CUMBERLAND LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
OVER 30 MIDDLE SCHOOLERS HAVE REGISTERED FOR CLA THIS SUMMER!
OCYL’s 3 intentionally small Leadership Academy groups will focus on age-appropriate leadership skill building
and will encourage participants to have a more positive and open attitude towards new and unknown ideas.
Experienced facilitators using interactive workshops and utilizing the Monastery grounds for outdoor challenges,
will instill appreciation and share the value of leadership skills.
Students will strive to do their individual best, to be true to themselves and how to make
a positive difference in their world. Participants will have the opportunity to work on
community service projects and use their growing leaderships skills to benefit not only
their own lives, but the lives of others including making blankets for kids in foster care.
After attending the Leadership Academy participants will gain self-confidence as they
focus on teambuilding, mindset, self-awareness, relationship skills, creativity, critical
thinking, communication, and collaboration.

CUMBERLAND YOUTH COMMISSION (CYC)
The CYC is OCYL’s civic engagement and leadership program for middle and high school
youth. Students help serve and make a difference in the community, learning how to get
projects off the ground while learning a lot about their own capacity, interests and skills.
Youth Commission had some great momentum this year and voted to keep meeting over
the summer to work on personal leadership skills like public speaking. Projects next Fall
include the Annual Home Heating Assistance Program and Food Drives.

ALL IN-PERSON! ONLINE PROGRAMS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED
New Programs this summer:
• Creative Workshop- designed for an all day option
for Level C Literacy & Number Sense Students. Now
open to all!
• Unicorns, Dragons & Magical Creatures- a deep dive
into this mythical world
• Upcycle Clothing Design– a creative challenge for
eco-conscious teens
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Returning Camps and Classes this summer:
• App Inventors
• Arduino Coding
• Chess
• Creative Computing
• Magic Camp
• Private Music Lessons (guitar, keyboard, voice)
• Rockets & Robots
• Rocket Science
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Summer Session Starts July 12th
What a wonderful school year it was! Congratulations
to all 29 students who are now ready and on their way
to Kindergarten!
We know we’ll see many of you this summer, but we hope
you will all come back afterschool next year or even next
summer for Level C.
Assessments & Conferences
Wow the kids have grown! We see it in their height, their
hearts, minds and smiles and in their skills:
We measure foundational skill acquisition in Literacy and
Number Sense over the course of the school year, both
formally and informally. Assessments inform our teaching,
and show teachers the children’s progress of specific
learning goals.
Acquisition of social-emotional skills is a cornerstone for
learning and is embedded in our classes. Observation and
support of key social-emotional skills provides analysis for
school success.
After Spring assessments, phone conferences were held
with each family to discuss their child’s progress and
future learning.
Overall, the data from the content learning assessments
show a very high increase in the percent of proficiency
once again this year for both Level A and B. Despite the
pandemic, attendance was surprisingly good with over
90% average per class for the 2 age groups.
Thank you to all the families for your part in keeping each
other healthy and ready to learn!

•
•

The 2021-22 School Year Calendar is on the
website. Classes start September 13th.
Level B Lunch/Afternoon class registration
opens August 19th @ NOON!

One of our students, Shaeli Krouzek, has been fighting leukemia for a second time in her life.
Our hearts have been with her and her parents and new baby brother every day. Her classmates made cards, dropped off gifts, her teachers sent fun packs and a garden was planted at
her house to lift her spirits each time she gets a break from the hospital.

•

Donations are still needed and can be made to the GoFundMe account for her family.

•

Please contribute what you can: https://gofund.me/3b39bd34

We miss you Shaeli and are praying for complete healing and happy, fun days ahead for you!

OCYL IS #SHAELISTRONG
WE LOVE YOU!!
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Thank you to Ryco for the generous donation of fabrics
for the Upcycle Clothing
Design Camp!
Donations like this offset the cost
of our programs and allow us to
provide assistance for low and moderate income families.

REGISTER
NOW FOR
SUMMER
CAMPS &
CLASSES!

Cash, check and credit card donations are also welcome. Call us to find
out how!

Summer 2021 Teachers
App Inventors & Creative Computing: Circuit Lab
Chess: Bob Salvas & Ed Paguagua
Creative Workshop: Jamie Droste & Liz White
College & Career Planning: Jamie Droste
Cumberland Youth Commission: Jamie Droste
Music Lessons: Guitar/Keyboard/Voice: Lon Plynton
Leadership Academy: Jamie Droste & Denise Mudge
Literacy/Number Sense: Marcy Sanford (Level A)
Teacher Assistants: Ashli Gilles & Ashley Mann
Literacy/Number Sense: Lori Beauregard (Level B)
Teacher Assistant: Bethany Boisvert
Literacy/Number Sense: Isabel Neves (Level C)
Teacher Assistant: Donna Long
Preschool Music & Movement: Ashli Gilles
Preschool Science Camp: Isabel Neves
Rockets & Robots/Arduino Coding: Carl Geden
Rocket Science: Wicked Cool for Kids
Unicorns, Dragons & Magical Creatures: Jamie Droste
Upcycle Clothing Design: Jamie Droste

Students in “Buggin’ Out”
Preschool Science Camp in June

WWW.OCYL.ORG
Creating Lifelong Learners
The OCYL is a one-of-a-kind education center that supports
children and youth as they learn, grow and achieve their
fullest potential.
THE MAYOR’S OFFICE OF CHILDREN,
YOUTH & LEARNING
1464 Diamond Hill Road
Suite 2 @ the Cumberland Monastery
Cumberland, RI 02864
Phone: 401-475-0929
Fax: 401-721-5872
E-mail: main.ocyl@gmail.com
www.ocyl.org
Liz Lemire White, Director
Jamie Droste, K-12 Program Coordinator
Lori Beauregard, Early Childhood Coordinator
Christine Domen & Sharon Dyment,
Program Assistants

Expanding opportunities for children to
learn and achieve in the first two decades
of their lives.
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Our mission is to help foster a comprehensive learning
environment for the first two decades of their lives.
We believe that the out-of-schooltime hours and preschool years provide an invaluable opportunity for each child to engage and explore in their own learning
through unique, enriching educational programs.
OCYL is committed to supporting the development of life-long skills necessary
to succeed: collaboration, communication, creativity, critical thinking,
social-emotional awareness, and a sense of community.
We seek to create partnerships and new initiatives in response to the changing
needs of the community.
OCYL is a municipal department created by former Mayor, now Governor Daniel
McKee, established by ordinance in February 2007. It is the first of its kind in Rhode
Island.
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