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CUMBERLAND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP
THURSDAY, JULY 1, 2021, AT 1:00 P.M.
VIRTUAL MEETING – OPEN SESSION

To protect the health and well-being of our citizens, and in accordance with Governor’s Raimondo’s Executive Order
20-25 (relaxing the Open Meetings Act requirements), this meeting will be available to the public by video or telephone

conference.

Members of the public can listen and/or participate in the meeting, as required, by either:

Please click the link below to join the webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86853262557?pwd=d0ZIczg2Y3hHNWxwYWtkTlNORkIyQT09

Passcode: 016846

Or One tap mobile :
US: +13017158592,,86853262557#,,,,*016846#  or +13126266799,,86853262557#,,,,*016846#

Or Telephone:

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):
US: +1 301 715 8592
or +1 312 626 6799
or +1 646 876 9923
or +1 669 900 6833
or +1 253 215 8782
or +1 346 248 7799
or +1 408 638 0968

Webinar ID: 838 7030 7070
Passcode: 715232

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kd0ZK0BFBc

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chairman Bannister called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM. Chairman Bannister and Ms. Sarah King were present. Mr.
Dennis Vadenais was absent.

2. UPDATE ON STRATEGIC LINE STRIPING FOR N. ATTLEBORO ROAD

Chairman Bannister started the meeting by thanking the highway department for their contributions to the town during a
busy time.

Chairman Bannister discussed the expectations and the delayed timetable for the strategic line striping on N. Attleboro
Road. Chairman Bannister discussed his plans to visit the site and the need to find a contractor to take on the project.
Chairman Bannister was told he is not able to take on the project.

Ms. King discusses the ability for the highway department to take on the project as long as someone could create a plan to
complete the distance between each of the stripes. She says the project requires an engineer to do the work. She says that
the Director of Public Works, Mr. Anderson told her the cost of the work would not exceed $5,000. Ms. King goes on to
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say that Mr. Anderson told her that he would be able to find the right people to hire and complete the project in a timely
fashion.

Ms. King echoes Officer Bannister’s thanking of the public for their patience. She describes the process as a learning
curve.

Ms. Christine Stephens asks the committee as to why Reservoir Road received speed bumps and why N. Attleboro Road
has not. Officer Bannister says the speed bumps are not permanent. He says every road is treated differently. He says the
speeding on Reservoir Road far exceeds the speeding on N. Attleboro Road, but emphasizes he is not trying to say there is
not speeding on N. Attleboro Road. He agrees with Ms. King’s point that the amount of traffic combined with the
excessive speeding led to the bumps being put into place.

Officer Bannister apologizes to Ms. Stephens for the length of the striping project. He adds that he thought the project
would be ready to go by this past spring.

Ms. Stephens thanked Officer Bannister for the patrolling of the road, saying she thinks the patrolling of the road has
helped control speeding on N. Attleboro Road.

Ms. King thanks Ms. Stephens for being a good partner throughout the process, adding that she hopes Ms. Stephens will
see the project will make N. Attleboro Road safer for everybody. She thanks Ms. Stephens for being a good advocate for
her neighborhood.

Officer Bannister adds that there is no real update on the project, as there have been many barriers to overcome throughout
the process and that he will try to work through it.

3. DISCUSSION OF ABBOTT RUN VALLEY DATA COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT OUTCOMES

Officer Bannister discusses the data collection of Abbott Run Valley Road. He says he has done a follow up in two
locations, Glenn Oaks and Howard Road.

Officer Bannister says he has found a decrease of speed on Abbott Run Valley Rd. He says the enforcement of new rules
has helped decrease the potential of speeding and vehicles that speed while in the area.

Mr. Robert Sullivan asks for clarification from the committee on the data presented. Mr. Sullivan asks Officer Bannister
about a potential accident from last month near Abbott Run Valley Road and Hillside Road. Officer Bannister says he is
not able to give specific details.

Mr. Sullivan thanks Officer Bannister and vocalizes his appreciation for their efforts to de-incentivize speeding in the area.
He adds that he thinks the stenciling on the road could be larger, as it is difficult to read. He says he hopes there is
something larger that could be put in place. Officer Bannister recalls a conversation with Mr. Vadenais. He remembers
talking about a highway study that presented data on the effect of signs painted on the road. Officer Bannister agrees with
Mr. Sullivan that the stenciling could be larger. Officer Bannister tells Mr. Sullivan that he will reach out to Mr. Vadenais
and the Highway Department to look into larger and more visible stenciling.

Mr. Sullivan says he noticed North Attleboro has added solar-powered signs that have helped decrease speeding on their
roads. He asks if the Cumberland Police and Highway Departments can look into the price of those signs to install
throughout Cumberland. He hopes they can be installed because they are an eye-catcher. He says he doesn’t see a
difference on Abbott Run Valley Road after the patrol officers leave the area.

Officer Bannister describes new signs the department has purchased that he hopes will be visible. He adds that the
Highway Department has the ability to add more signs throughout Abbott Run Valley Road and roads throughout
Cumberland.

Mr. Sullivan emphasizes his gratitude for the police department and their efforts to control speeding. With that, Mr.
Sullivan says he doesn’t feel like there is a big difference.



Officer Bannister politely disagrees, saying the data shows there is a difference on Abbott Valley Run Road. He says there
has been a reduction in speed and there has been a reduction in the amount of vehicles that speed on the road. Officer
Bannister says that the department will continue to enforce rules and restrictions.

4. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON RESERVOIR ROAD

Officer Bannister says that the department began doing data collection on Reservoir Road on March 25th, 2021 after
outreach from many members of the community around it. He says they have started doing parking enforcement, as well
as speeding. He says they have conducted at least 117 motor vehicle stops.

Officer Bannister thanks Mr. Duke Hayes for completing a petition to “get the ball rolling” on an analysis of Reservoir
Road. He says that there have been egregious violations of the speed limits on Reservoir Road, with the average speed
over 10 mph of the limit. Ms. King adds that there has been a high volume of violations on Reservoir Road. He says there
have been two speed bumps put into place as a result. Officer Bannister adds that there is supposed to be a third, which is
on the way. He says they are ready to install it once it arrives.

Officer Bannister opens the discussion to the public.

Mr. Hayes thanks the Cumberland Police Department for their efforts to quickly install speed bumps on Reservoir Road.
Officer Bannister clarifies that the data collected was for a span of two months. Mr. Hayes says that other residents agree
that they are tired of the traffic. Mr. Hayes says that he has seen a great reduction in traffic as well as parking alongside the
road. He says that the new speed bumps aren’t perfect, but it’s better than seeing the heavy traffic alongside the road as
he’s driving home. Mr. Hayes says that he hasn’t seen as many police officers as he did before. He says there is a great
difference from two months ago.

Mr. Hayes asks about the speed bumps and if there is an ability to permanently install them. Officer Bannister says they
have begun looking for a permanent solution. He says he needs to talk to more people, as there could be environmental
effects in the reservoir if they were to install asphalt speed bumps. Officer Bannister says he wants to see permanent speed
bumps. Ms. King concurs. She says they will look at the data after the speed bumps are removed to see if there was any
impact by the installation of the speed bumps.

Mr. Hayes says he thinks there is a general consensus around the community for a higher police presence. Officer
Bannister provides details into patterns he is noticing with drivers adjusting to the new restrictions.

Mr. Bob Groleau asks Officer Bannister if there has been a study near Reservoir Road’s intersection with Diamond Hill
Road. Officer Bannister says there has not and that there are no plans to do one. Mr. Groleau says he notices drivers
beginning to pick up speed as they drive past his house into the main part of Reservoir Road. Officer Bannister
recommends Mr. Groleau begin a petition to conduct one, similar to what Mr. Hayes did.

Mr. Michael Kinch recalls an incident he saw with Mr. Hayes with excessive speeding. He says a cyclist was deterred by a
speed bump, as he quickly had to come to a stop (because he was speeding). Mr. Kinch says he saw the speed bumps were
working.

Ms. Martha Bush says that she has seen a decrease in traffic but has seen the same speeding and peeling out of Torrey
Road’s intersection with Reservoir Road. She says she has seen people speed up at the bottom of Torrey Road as police
are able to be undetected by police in the area.

Officer Bannister assures Ms. Bush that the Highway and Police Departments are doing everything possible to control the
situation.

Mr. Hayes asks if the Police Department can increase their presence in the area, as he continues to see speeding. Officer
Bannister says he is looking into it, but he does not want to mismanage his personnel and have too much presence on
Reservoir Road.



Mr. Hayes asks Officer Bannister to look into more solutions to reduce speeding. He also tells Officer Bannister that he
notices most of the drivers that speed have Massachusetts license plates, not Rhode Island, indicating that most people
don’t know the town’s roads and laws.

5. DISCUSSION AND/OR RECOMMENDATION ON ABBOTT STREET

Officer Bannister says that he forgot to bring the data from Abbott Street. He says that the Police Department has
implemented speed bumps and that the study was conducted after the implementation of the speed bumps. He says that the
study revealed there was no speeding after the speed bumps were put in place. He says the speed bumps are going to be
removed to compare the data and see how the behavior changes.

6. UPDATE FROM MAYOR MUTTER ON POTENTIAL SIDEWALK INITIATIVE

Ms. King says the Mayor has been looking into ways to improve the existing sidewalks throughout Cumberland and ways
to implement more. She says there are city/municipal models from other cities that have improved their sidewalks. She
says the Mayor has reached out to different groups and companies to assess the town's sidewalks and where they stand.
She says sidewalks are a public safety concern and that the Mayor will bring further information in the near future.

7. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There were no public comments.

8. ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Bannister adjourned the meeting at 2:14 PM.

Posted: 07/15/2021, SFK


